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Wewelsburg Castle was built between 1603 and 1609 in the style ofthe Weser 
Renaissance as a supplementary residence for the Prince Bishops of Pader- 
born. Its location - on limestone rock overlooking the Alme valley - as well as its 
triangular shape and history awoke the interest of Heinrich Himmler, the “Reich 
Leader“ of the S.S., the “Protection Forces“ ofthe N.S.D.A.P. (the Nazi Party), in 
1933. 


I. Wewelsburg from 1933 to 1945, place of cult and terror 


In 1934 the S.S. rented the castle from the District of Büren for the symbolic 
fee of one Reichsmark per annum. The S.S. had over 50.000 members within 
a few years and saw itself as a “military order“. It planned a centre here in 
Wewelsburg, a centre wich was to combine the tasks of giving Nazi ideology 
a pseudo-sientific foundation and of training the S.S. leadership with the 
task of etablishing a pseudo-ecclesiastical shrine. 


Since the aim of developing a “germanic“ science soon had to be abando- 
ned, “instruction“ had to be dropped as well. Consequently, all energy was now 
devoted to the architectural plans, wich had meanwhile been exaggerated to truly 
monumental proportions. Finally, the design of a cult centre arose which went far 
beyond the confines of the castle. The materialisation of these plans would have 
ultmately meant the complete disappearance of the village of Wewelsburg too. 


The heart of the project, whose real purpose was never clearly defined, was the 
northern tower of the castle, which was to be completely redesigned. The cellar 
was to be converted into a “crypt“, whilst the former Prince Bishop’s chapel on the 
ground floor was to become the “Hall of the Supreme Leaders“ (Ober- 
gruppenführersaal). The other floors ofthe tower were to be demolished. However, 
nothing came of the plans to erect a multistory domed hall in their place. In 1939 
a concentration camp was established in Wewelsburg to ensure a source of cheap 
slaves for the planned construction work. 


For financial reasons, the concentration camp was made independent as “KZ 
Niederhagen“ (derived from the name of the plain bordering Wewelsburg) in 1941, 
thus becoming the smallest state camp in Germany. The S.S. referred to itasa 
labour camp, aterm whose meaning first becomes clear from the S.S. principle of 
“extermination through work“. Of the approximately 3.900 prisoners brought to 
Niederhagen at least 1.285 died. The death certificates of these prisoners have 
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been kept; they died whilst working, or as a result of undernourishment, they 
were tortured and beaten to death, whilst others were hanged or shot. 


In 1943 work was stopped on the “civil“ building project in Wewelsburg, the 
concentration camp was dissolved and the survivors transferred to other camps. 
A “surviving unit“ of 42 prisoners was liberated by the advancing U.S. forces on 
2nd April 1945. 

Two days earlier a special task force of the S.S. had travelled to the castle to 
blow it up. The S.S. left death and destruction in Wewelsburg too. 


In March 1982 the District of Paderborn opened an exhibition in the former 
„Guardhouse* in front of the castle. The exhibition mainly contains texts and 
pictures documenting what happened in Wewelsburg over these 12 years. 
The District of Paderborn invites you to visit this documentary exhibition. 


Il. The documentary exhibition in the castle “Guardhouse“ 
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1) 1933 - 1936 
The first extension of Wewelsburg Castle as the “Reich School for S.S. 
Leaders“ with the aim of developing a pseudo-scientific system to support 
and disseminate Nazi racial doctrine. 


2) 1936 - 1940 
Renewed extension of the S.S. castle as a “Cult Centre” serving the 
pseudo-religious exaltation of the original goal. 


3) 1940 - 1945 
The S.S. project was developed to gargantuan and monumental propor- 
tions in Himmlers insane conception of the new Wewelsburg as the 
“centre of the world“. 


4) 1939 - 1945 
The Concentration Camp (KZ) at Wewelsburg. 


5) 1933 - 1945 
Wewelsburg under the SS State - Its ideological and organisational 
importance from 1933 to 1945. 


6) After 1945 
Wewelsburg Castle after the War — Coming to terms with the conse- 
quences of National Socialism. 


The exhibition 


Original texts and photos constitute the main body of the exhibition and may 
be seen on the walls (numbered in your guide) in the 6 exhibition areas. 
Black triangular pillars provide information introducing the particular tropic 
dealt with in the next area. The blue sloping desks beneath the documenta- 
tion on the walls provide detailed information on the individual objects. 


Area 1: 
2 large-format photos (wall 1) introduce the subject ofthe exhibition; the original 
links between the S.S. and Wewelsburg are depicted (wall 2 and 3), which 
found legal expression in a tenancy agreement (wall 4). Wall 5 documents the 
ideas as well as the failure of the “School for Leaders of the Reich“, the S.S. 
conception of science and its attempts to found a “Germanic“ religion. 


Area 2: 


Walls 1 and 2 describe, step by step, the shift in the focus of the planning to 
establish a “cult centre“, whilst the practical role played by the castle in the 
pogrom of the 9th November 1938 is documented on wall 1. The claims and 
demands of the S.S. ledto a confrontation with the parish community (see wall 
3). The relationship ofthe Wewelsburg population to the S.S., and to National 
Socialism is also treated on walls 3 and 4. 


Area 3: 


Maps and plans show the consequences which the materialisation of the S.S. 
plans would have had for Wewelsburg (walls 1 and 2). The preserved con- 
struction plan (drafted in 1944) reveals the ultimate heights of S.S. monumen- 
talism. The photos alongside show Wewelsburg reality towards the end ofthe 
war (wall 5). The only real significance for the castle as a treasure house of 
cultural goods pillaged from all over Europe and as the safe-keeping place of 
the “Death’s Head Rings“ - the symbol of the S.S. Order - is documented on 
wall 6. Some utensils from the castle are presented alongside a “Death’s 
Head Ring“ in the glass case. 


Area 4: 


By starting with the model of the Niederhagen concentration camp one can 
gradually put together a detailed picture of how prisoners lived and died there. 
Other documents on the external (three locations and their extension) and 
internal developments (internal organisation, responsibility) ofthe concentration 
camp, on the most important groups of prisoners - who speak forthemselves 
here - and on the S.S. personnel (wall 1) help complete the picture. Additional 
information is provided on the living and working conditions (wall 1 and 2 re- 
spectively). The murder of one of the prisoners (*14 f 13“) is shown, as are 
executions by the Gestapo and the bureaucratic “administration of death“ 
(wall 3 and 6). The transport of prisoners between Wewelsburg and other con- 
centration camps (wall 4) as well as the living conditions of the “surviving unit“ 
are documented up to 1945 (wall 5). Next to wall 1 in Area 5 the clothing of a 
prisoner is exhibited. The fates of individual prisoners (wall 7) and a list ofthe 
names of allthe known dead (walls 8 and 9) complete the presentation ofthe 
concentration camp. 


Area 5: 


On wall 1, you will find a historical map and documents showing the integrated 
system of concentration camps. To the left of wall 1, you will find a map wich 
shows the long route of a concentration camp prisoner through the Nazi camps 
1940-1945. Wall 2 displays original exhibits illustrating the SS’s conception of 
itself as an ”order”. The symbols used here show the degree to which the 
Wewelsburg planning staff were responsible for events atthe camp: the pile of 
stones in front of wall 1 represents the hard labour performed by the inmates 
working in the quarry. Opposite, we have recreated the workplace of one ofthe 
SS building supervisory staff. The symbolic view ofthe quarry outside the window 
highlights the planners’ complicity: documents and other evidence reveal that 
they continually demanded new supplies of prisoners. 


Area 6: 


This area, which is divided into two parts, begins by documenting the so-called 
Wewelsburg trials held during the postwar period (wall 3). Wall 4 looks at the 
way the village has dealt with its past: you can see amemorial plaque that was 
removed in 1973, while photos and documents record the reconstruction of 
the castle, the new use to which the former concentration camp site has been 
put, and the work done by the memorial museum. The noticeboard on wall 5 
(in the corridor) provides information and press reports on both events held at 
the memorial museum and current debates: e.g. on right-wing radicalism, and 
the way people are coming to terms with the past. 
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Ill. The “Cult Areas“ in the northern tower of the castle 


The “Hall ofthe Supreme Leaders“ and the “crypt“ in the northern tower withstoud 
the attemps to blow up the castle. They are preserved in the conditionthey were , 
left in 1943, in other words they are incomplete. They were not used for “cult“ 
events. Little is known about their planned use. 


The “Hall ofthe Supreme Leaders“ 

The inscription of the psalm extract in Latin above the outside of the entrance 
(“My house shall be called a house of prayer“) recalls the existence of the origi- 
nal chapel. 

This was probably intended as the main representation room for the highest 
leaders of the S.S.. The construction forms used (which were adopted from 
‘various, ill-matching styles) were intended to give the room a solemn character. 
However, apart from the columns the architectural elements are of chuted 
concrete, clad with natural stone surfaces. The ornament in middle of the floor 
unites the most important symbols of Nazi ideology: the sun wheel, the swastika 
and the stylized victory rune. The numbers 3 and 12 used here, which reappear 
in the architecture, have given rise to speculation, which remains, as yet, 
unfounded in fact. 


The structure of the ornament is only partially adopted in the construction plan 
for the entire building complex (c.f. area 3, wall 5). 


The “erypt“ 

Both the term as well as the achitectural reference to Greek dome-shaped tombs 
indicate that this was planned as a place for honouring the dead. It is likely that 
the funeral services of the deceased S.S. leaders were to have been held here. 
Here too, the shape, the acoustics and the lighting were used to create asolemn 
atmosphere. The symbolism of the numbers was part of this conception. Above 
the cavity in the middle (which was probably meant to contain a burning fire) the 
swastika ornament in the dome and the sun wheel in the room, it is possible to 
imagine the axis around which the planning of the entire building complex was 
supposed to revolve. The architecture here also makes use of illusion: the dome 
is a concrete column clad with natural stone. This room again sums up the close 
connection between “cult“ and “terror“. 

From 1939 onwards the floor was lowered more than 4 metres by the 
concentration camp prisoners. The stonebreaking work necessary for this was 
murderous: the “death cult“ did indeed mean death for many. 

The “Hall ofthe Supreme Leaders“ can be reached from the inner courtyard of 
the castle, and the “crypt“ can be entered from the eastern moat. 


